[Hereditary cancer and genetic testing: the role of division of clinical and molecular genetics].
Genetic testing has been widely available and useful in several kinds of familial cancer. Shinshu University Hospital established a division of clinical and molecular genetics as one of its central service departments. We have a staff meeting once a week to discuss each case to provide the suitable counseling and the ethical-legal and social issues. We performed genetic testing in 44 cases, including familial adenomatous polyposis, multiple endocrine neoplasia type 1 and 2, familial breast cancer, von Hippel-Lindau disease, and Li-Fraumeni syndrome. This is the first clinical genetics department in the National University Hospitals in Japan and this system increases the utility of genetic testing.